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ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 
 
Keiichiro Hirano is a Japanese novelist who has written more 
than 16 novels since publishing his debut work Eclipse in 1998, for 
which he won the prestigious Akutagawa Prize at the record age 
of 23. His deeply psychological fiction explores profound and 
universal themes like self-love, relationships and acceptance, 
spanning short stories, historical novels, essays, love stories and 
literary sci-fi. As a cultural envoy to Paris appointed by Japan’s 
Ministry of Cultural Affairs, Hirano traveled throughout Europe 
giving lectures. Many of his books have been translated and are 
widely read in the United States, Germany, France, Italy, Russia, 
China, Korea and other countries. In his widely viewed TED talk, 
he discusses what it means to truly love oneself, arguing that it’s 
not easy to holistically love ourselves without knowing all our 
“selves,” good and bad, but we can discover the “self” we like with 
the help of the person we love. Building on this theme, his novel 
At the End of the Matinee became a runaway bestseller in Japan 
and was adapted into a film released in November 2019. His work 
continues to come to life on screen, with recent film adaptations of 
his stories including A Man and Heart of Hearts. In 2023, his 20-
year project Theory on Yukio Mishima was finally published. 
Based on a thorough reading of four of Mishima's novels, the book 
examines both Mishima as a literary figure and his personal life 
through his novels.  
 
 
Susan Napier was born and raised in Cambridge, Massachusetts 
and went to Japan for the first time at the age of 17. She has lived 
in Japan eight years in all, and tries to visit at least once a year. 
Currently, she is the Goldthwaite Professor of Rhetoric and 
Japanese at Tufts University. Previously she held the Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries Chair at the University of Texas. She has also 
taught at the University of London and been a visiting professor at 
Harvard University, University of Pennsylvania, the University of 
Sydney and a visiting scholar at Keio University in Tokyo. Next 
spring, she will serve as a Visiting Academic at Oxford University 
for six months. She is the author of five books, the most recent of 
which is Miyazakiworld: A Life in Art, published in 2018 by Yale 
University Press, which has been translated into fourteen 
languages. She is also the author of several books related to 
Yukio Mishima, including Escape from the Wasteland: 
Romanticism and Realism in the Fiction of Mishima Yukio and Oe 
Kenzaburo and The Fantastic in Modern Japanese Literature: The 



Subversion of Modernity. Napier is currently finishing a book 
comparing Walt Disney Studios with the Japanese animation 
studio, Studio Ghibli. On Nov. 3, 2025, Napier was awarded the 
Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon from the 
Government of Japan in recognition of significant contributions to 
the understanding and dissemination of Japanese culture abroad.  

 
ABOUT YUKIO MISHIMA 
 
Yukio Mishima (1925 – 1970), born Kimitake Hiraoka, was a 
Japanese author, poet and playwright.  He is considered one of 
the most important postwar stylists of the Japanese language, and 
was nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature five times in the 
1960s.  An avid enthusiast of Japanese traditional arts and 
theater, he also incorporated classic Japanese plays and themes 
as a basis for several of his own works.  In his later years, he 
acted in his own plays and modeled for photography, and grew 
increasingly active as an ultra-nationalist – culminating in an 
attempted coup d’état of the Japanese government that ended 
with Mishima’s harakiri suicide. For more information about 
Mishima, please refer to the timeline below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  

 
 



 
 



 
The Yukio Mishima Centennial Series: Emergences  
continues with: 
 
CONTEMPORARY DANCE | WORLD PREMIERE 
The Seven Bridges (Hashi-zukushi) 
 
Saturday, November 15 at 7:30 pm 
Sunday, November 16 at 2:30 pm—Followed by an Artist Q&A 
 

 
Acclaimed for converting great authors’ novels into disarmingly 
charming-yet-satirical performances told almost entirely through 
movement, Tokyo-based CHAiroiPLIN (a pun on Charlie 
Chaplin’s name) takes on Yukio Mishima’s little-known short story 
for its North American debut. In The Seven Bridges, following a 
fanciful superstition that crossing seven bridges without 
conversing with anyone on a full moon night will make their wishes 
come true, four women set out on a journey under the watchful 
gaze of the Moon. Obliterating the line between dance and 
theater, CHAiroiPLIN, founded and led by young 
choreographer Takuro Suzuki, infuses eye-popping color, catchy 
music, arresting movement and slapstick humor into Mishima’s 
compact reflection on ritual and desire. Which woman will cross 
the seventh bridge – and, for what kind of wish? 

 



 


