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Passionate about
performances?

Join the Performing Arts Circle—

our vibrant community of passionate theater-goers, music enthusiasts
and dance lovers. Enjoy behind-the-scenes access with artists

and advanced notice of performing arts outings.

Your support keeps the arts alive
and strong for our community.

Become a Member
Members at Japan Society enjoy
exclusive benefits, invitations to
special events and discounts on

hundreds of performances, films,

lectures and classes annually.

japansociety.org/member

For more information, contact us at
membership@japansociety.org or (212) 715-1270.

Japan Society presents

Shinnai Meets Puppetry:
One Night in Winter &
The Peony Lantern

Thursday, November 7 at 7:30 pm

Friday, November 8 at 5 & 7:30 pm
—T1-:30 pm performance followed by an artist Q& A

Saturday, November 9 at 2:30 & 7:30 pm

Ningyo! A Parade of Puppetry Series - Program #3
The Ningyo! A Parade of Puppetry Series is supported by The Jim Henson Foundation.

S THE JIM HENSON
FOUNDATION

Shinnai Meets Puppetry is supported by Doug and Teresa Peterson and the New York State Council on
the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and New York State Legislature.

i NEWYORK

2024—2025 Performing Arts Season Support

Council on
the Arts

The season is made possible by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs
in partnership with the City Council.

m Cultural
Affairs
Additional, major support is generously provided by Doug and Teresa Peterson, Howard Gilman Foundation,

and Jun Makihara and Megumi Oka. Endowment support is provided by the Lila Wallace-Reader’s Digest
Endowment Fund, John and Miyoko Davey Foundation, and a leadership gift from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation.

HOWARD
GILMAN
FOUNDATION

Program support is also generously provided by The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation; Hisamitsu America,
Inc.; Akiko Mikumo; Hiroko Onoyama; Richard and Momona Royce; Dr. and Mrs. Carl F. Taeusch II; Dr. Jeanette C.
Takamura; Nancy and Joe Walker; Estate of Alan M. Suhonen; and Performing Arts Circle members.

Hisamitsu.
AllNippon Airways Co., Ltd. is the official airline of the Japan Society Performing Arts Program. Yamaha is the
official piano provider of Japan Society.
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Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature.
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ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S NOTE

We are thrilled to present the third installment of the ongoing Ningyo! - A
Parade of Puppetry series with a world premiere program of pieces from
emerging NY-based artist Sachiyo Takahashi, collaborating with Rowan
Magee and Emma Wiseman.

As you know, Japan Society, as a presenter, brings many performing arts
productions from Japan onto its stage. At the same time, we are also
committed to introducing local artists’ work. Working with local artists brings
us a different type of excitement and joy because it allows us to involve
ourselves in a creative process, be a part of the New York artistic community,
and closely watch the artists’ evolution.

Working with Sachiyo is such a fine example. My first exposure to her work
was in 2018 at a tiny black box venue with a 50-seat capacity. | was very
impressed with what | saw, SHEEP #1, so | started talking with her and found
her to be an intriguing artist. One day during the pandemic, | offered to
present SHEEP #1at Japan Society (i.e., in a larger space) but requested that
she expand the piece with a new version incorporating a different musician.
The two versions of SHEEP #1 at Japan Society drew a large audience
despite COVID’s lingering effect in 2022. That success led us to continue
our conversation, resulting in today’s world premiere: The Peony Lantern
and One Night in Winter. We set four performances—an ambitious number.
However, as all shows sold out six weeks before the opening, we added a fifth
performance, which also sold out immediately. | would say the project has
been quite successful so far.

Right now, what we are hoping is to reach further success—that each
audience member will relish, enjoy and love this fantastic double bill. | believe
we can achieve that success together.
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Yoko Shioya
Artistic Director

Ningyo! A Parade of Puppetry Series - Program #3

Shinnai Meets Puppetry

Program

The Peony Lantern
One Night in Winter

Based on the original shinnai-bushi song-stories by Okamoto Bunya (1895-1996)

Concept and Direction: Sachiyo Takahashi

Co-creation: Sachiyo Takahashi, Rowan Magee, Emma Wiseman
Shinnai-bushi Storytelling: Okamoto Miya (a.k.a. Sachiyo Takahashi)
Puppetry: Rowan Magee and Emma Wiseman

Puppet Design: Emma Wiseman (The Peony Lantern) and Rowan Magee
(One Night in Winter)

Screen Design and Building: Rowan Magee (The Peony Lantern)

Sound Design: Sachiyo Takahashi

Lighting Design: Tsubasa Kamei

Supervision: Okamoto Miyanosuke llI

Dramaturgical Support: Nick Lehane, Andy Manjuck, Peter Eckersall, Helena Pennington

English Translation: Sachiyo Takahashi, Rowan Magee, Emma Wiseman, Helena
Pennington, Madeleine Dauer. Rancho (One Night in Winter) excerpt translated by
Alison Tokita

Production: Nekaa Lab / Sachiyo Takahashi

Performance runtime is 60 minutes without an intermission.

(Traditional Japanese performers’and musicians’stage names are listed in the family-given
order. All others are listed in the given-family order.)



ARTIST'S NOTE

My journey with shinnai-bushi, one of many traditional forms of song-
storytelling music accompanied by the shamisen instrument, began

in the early 1990s. As a student in Japan, | was captivated by a diverse
range of artistic expressions—spanning noh, bunraku, Bauhaus and the
Russian avant-garde, along with the experimental works of John Cage and
Laurie Anderson. A serendipitous visit to a small, timeworn hall in Tokyo
unexpectedly changed my path. There, | had the privilege of witnessing
Okamoto Bunya, then in his 90s, perform intimate vignettes of shinnai-
bushi. His performance, characterized by its simplicity yet emotional depth,
resonated deeply within me, revealing the enduring power of storytelling
through the most modest of means.

In 1996, the year Bunya passed away, | left Japan. Since then, my life has
taken me across Europe, Canada and the United States, where | continue

to explore new forms of storytelling. Over the years, | developed a series of
audio-visual narratives, combining my compositions with live manipulation
of miniature objects, magnified by a projector—such as SHEEP #1, which
Japan Society presented in 2021. Even as | experimented with unconventional
forms, Bunya’s shinnai-bushi, dedicated to the life of everyday people, remained
a subtle yet constant influence on my creative path.

My early fascination led me to study shinnai-bushi under Bunya’s successor,
Okamoto Miyanosuke lll. In 2019, | became an accredited master of the
Okamoto School of shinnai-bushi, which sparked my desire to share this

art form with audiences outside Japan. Thus, the Shinnai Meets Puppetry
project was born. Each iteration of this project features a selected shinnai-
bushi piece paired with a contemporary puppeteer to create a visual
counterpart, blending the art of puppetry with this narrative tradition. NYC-
based puppeteers Rowan Magee and Emma Wiseman have joined me on this
journey, offering their unique interpretations and perspectives throughout
the process.

While the pandemic slowed our progress, it deepened our connection

with the material, giving us the space to reflect on the intersections of our
diverse cultural backgrounds and the future we share as humanity. Shinnai
Meets Puppetry has since evolved into a celebration of storytelling’s ability
to transcend time and culture. We invite you to relax and experience a

moment that quietly stirs the emotions. It is a true honor to premiere this
work at Japan Society, where tradition and contemporary artistry intertwine.
Through this performance, we hope audiences will rediscover the beauty
and complexity of our shared cultural heritage.

—Sachiyo Takahashi

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

The Peony Lantern (Botan D6ré 4t 73H/&#E) is a ghost love story originally from
China, and became well-known in Japan in the early 20th century through

its adaptation into rakugo. Inspired by the rakugo version, Okamoto Bunya
reimagined it and created a shinnai-bushi adaptation of The Peony Lantern

in 1948. It recounts the tale of Otsuyu, a beautiful young woman who falls
hopelessly in love with the ronin Shinzaburo, only to die from the intensity

of her passion. After her death, Otsuyu, accompanied by her loyal servant
Oyone, returns each night to visit her beloved. However, this ghostly romance
comes with a fatal price—any man who loves a ghost is doomed.

One Night in Winter (Fuyu no Yobanashi £ D#5%) is an original shinnai-bushi
creation by Okamoto Bunya in 1991. It takes place on a cold winter’s night

in the mountains where an elderly man, having lost both his wife and son,

lives alone. His solitude is interrupted by a surprise visit from a magical and
mischievous creature with the ability to shapeshift into just about anything —
or anyone...

ABOUT SHINNAI-BUSHI AND OKAMOTO BUNYA

Shinnai-bushi is part of a tradition in Japanese performing arts of sung
storytelling accompanied by shamisen music known as joruri. During
Japan’s Edo period, many new styles of joruri were created and developed
for various theatrical and non-theatrical contexts. Shinnai-bushi, born in the
18th century as part of this trend, was perfected by Tsuruga Wakasanojo
and his talented pupil Tsuruga Shinnai, from whom the genre takes its name.



From an early stage, shinnai-bushi became established predominantly

as su-joruri, a performing style comprised only of storytelling with
shamisen accompaniment, without theatrical elements such as puppets
or dancers. Not restricted by the rhythm and structure of the dance, the
most significant characteristic of shinnai-bushi is its prolonged kudoki, the
Joruri performance’s climax where the protagonist’s emotion is expressed
through melancholic melodies that move fiercely up and down the vocal
range. Since it developed in the urban metropolis of Edo, shinnai-bushi

is considered a performing art embodying “iki,” a refined aesthetic of the
merchant and craftsman classes in urban culture. In addition to salon-style
performance, shinnai-bushiincorporated a strolling street performance
style called nagashi, which had become especially popular in the pleasure
quarters. The lyrical melodies of shinnai-bushi capture the sorrow of love
and the subtleties of human nature, and ordinary people have appreciated
them for centuries.

Among renowned shinnai-bushi storytellers in history, Okamoto Bunya
(1895-1996), the 5th Grand Master of the Okamoto School, significantly
contributed to the modernization and popularization of shinnai-bushi. In
addition to preserving traditional pieces from the shinnai-bushi repertoire,
Bunya created around 300 original compositions during his lifetime. He
found inspiration in Japanese (and foreign) literature, poetry, folk stories
and myths to create new shinnai-bushi repertoire that could represent

the sentiments of modern people. His creations even included anti-war
and leftist shinnai-bushi, which he made to protest war or to depict the

life of the working class. Working with spirited choreographers/dancers,

he also experimented with shinnai buyo (shinnai dance), preserving the
unique musical characteristics of shinnai-bushi while incorporating visual
“accompaniment” to realize the vivid stories of shinnai-bushi repertoire. He
was also an established essayist, with many published books containing
precious records of the aesthetics and lifestyle of a shinnai-bushi storyteller
who lived through changing times. This year marks the 101st anniversary of
the revival of the Okamoto school shinnai-bushiin 1923 by Okamoto Bunya
and his mother, which had once ceased to exist.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Sachiyo Takahashi (Director and Musician) is a New York-based artist,
composer and musician who creates storytelling through objects and
sound. Composing sensory elements in a minimalist manner, she explores
the border between narrative and abstraction to generate fables for

the subconscious. Takahashifounded Nekaa Lab in 2006 together

with other “lab members” (stuffed toys and tiny figurines). She produces
performances, installations and writings while observing human nature
from alternative perspectives. Takahashi’'s Microscopic Live Cinema-
Theatre—unique performances projected from a miniature stage—has
been appraised as a quirky yet imaginative merging between theatrical
and cinematic experiences. Takahashi is also an accredited master of
Okamoto School shinnai-bushi. Performing under the stage name Okamoto
Miya, she has been introducing this art form overseas through her Shinnai
Meets Puppetry series, collaborating with innovative puppeteers. Takahashi
has presented her work both nationally and internationally, including
performances at Prague Quadrennial, St. Ann’s Warehouse, La MaMa,
HERE and Japan Society, where she performed SHEEP #1in 2021. She is
a proud recipient of multiple grants, such as the Jim Henson Foundation,
NYSCA, Brooklyn Arts Council, New England Foundation for the Arts and
Café Royal Cultural Foundation. Takahashi currently lives in Brooklyn,

yet sometimes can be seen strolling the back alleys of Japan, where she
originated. www.nekaa.org

Rowan Magee (Puppeteer) is a puppeteer, designer and director living in
Flatbush, Brooklyn. He has worked as a puppeteer on international tours
with Phantom Limb Company, Robin Frohardt, Nick Lehane and Dan
Hurlin; in New York for Chris Green, Lake Simons and Spencer Lott; and
on Broadway in Angels in America and Life of Pi.In 2019, Magee operated
the titular reference puppet for the film Clifford the Big Red Dog. He has
designed and built puppets and props for films, operas, plays and schools,
and is a curator for the Object Movement Festival, a winter residency and
spring showcase of experimental puppet artists in NYC. He made his Met
Opera debut with E/ Nifio in May 2024.

Emma Wiseman (Puppeteer) is an artist interested in puppets and objects.
She has worked as a puppeteer, puppetry designer, consultant, teacher and



collaborator with individuals and organizations including Dan Hurlin, Robin
Frohardt, Sachiyo Takahashi, Nick Lehane, Derek Fourdjour, Swoon, the
Kennedy Center, CO/LAB Theater Group, Signature Theatre Center and
the University of Rochester, among others. Wiseman’s original work looks
at relationships between humans and spaces/objects that are considered
boring or mundane. She documents examples of particularly depressing
plants in the built environment through the @sad._.plants Instagram

account. www.emmawiseman.me

Tsubasa Kamei (Lighting Designer) has served as one of the Resident
Lighting Designers at Japan Society since 2012. He has worked for Voice 4
Vision Puppet Festival, The Plastic Bag Store in NYC, and SESI Bonecos do
Mundo in Brazil. Tsubasa is also the Resident Lighting Designer/Technical
Director for Ronald K. Brown/EVIDENCE, A Dance Company, and Technical
Director for Gibney Company.

Support for the development of Shinnai Meets Puppetry was provided
by The Jim Henson Foundation, The Jane Henson Foundation, NYSCA,
New England Foundation for the Arts, Brooklyn Arts Council Brooklyn
Empowered Fund, Five Myles and HERE Dream Music Puppetry.
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The Shinnai Meets Puppetry team extends special thanks to the following
individuals and organizations: Jim Freeman, Cheryl Henson, Ikuyo
Takahashi, Hanne Tierney, the Eugene O’Neill Theatre Centre and the
Henson Carriage House/Heather Henson.

JAPAN SOCIETY GALLERY EXHIBITION

BUNRAKU
BACKSTAGE

OCTOBER 4, 2024 — JANUARY 19, 2025

Alongside the live bunraku performances held at Japan
Society this fall, Bunraku Backstage offers a rare glimpse
behind the scenes of the theater. Showcasing actual
working puppets, props, instruments, and costumes

on loan from the National Bunraku Theatre, Osaka, this
exhibition unveils the collaboration that goes into staging
a bunraku production. Unexpected bunraku-inspired
multimedia works by contemporary artists explore
bunraku’s ongoing inspiration and influence.

TAKENAKA

Takenaka Corporation is proud

to sponsor Japan Society's
Bunraku programs




Yoko Shioya 20/20:
Celebrating 20 Years of Artistic Vision

For over 70 years, Japan Society’s Performing Arts Program has enriched the arts
in New York City, the U.S. and beyond through the presentation of artists whose
works are formed or inspired by the arts and culture of Japan. Taking the mantle as
head of Japan Society’s Performing Arts Program in 2004, Yoko Shioya has carried
this mission through the 21st century, programming over 200 events of the finest
Japanese theater, dance, and music from the very traditional to the most cutting
edge. Join us in celebrating Japan Society’s Artistic Director Yoko Shioya’s 20th
anniversary and support the future of the Performing Arts Program! Your donation
today will make tomorrow’s unparalleled cultural experience possible.

Yoko Shioya 20/20 Supporters
as of 10/31/2024
A heartfelt thank you to those who have already contributed in honor of

Yoko Shioya’s 20th anniversary and to ensure the continued success of the
Performing Arts Program!

Major Supporters Other Supporters
Jun Makihara and Megumi Oka Anonymous
Doug and Teresa Peterson Mr. Gregory Corsico
Ms. Pamela Drexel

$1,000+ Supporters Ms. Ursula Eagly .

) ) Ms. Olga Garay-English
Ms. Sumiko Ito and Mr. Donald Allison Ms. Pamela Koehler
Ms. Cheryl Henson Mr. Paul Lazar
Paula S. Lawrence Mr. Ralph Samuelson
Hiroko Onoyama Mr. Takayuki Sawano
Mr. and Mrs. Motoatsu Sakurai Nora and David Tezanos
Mr. Shuhei Sato Ms. Elise Thoron
Nancy and Joe Walker Ms. Hanako M. Yamaguchi

Alex York

This list includes contributions received by October 31,2024.

December 2024

Ningyo! A Parade of Puppetry Series culminates with:

SILENT FILM AND LIVE PERFORMANCE

The Benshi Tradition and the
Silver Screen: A Japanese
Puppetry Spin-Off

Thursday, Dec. 12 at 7:30 pm - A Diary of Chuji’s Travel
— Followed by a Private Gathering for Artists and Members

q

Friday, Dec. 13 at 7:30 pm - Chushingura
— Followed by an artist Q& A

January 2025

CONTEMPORARY DANCE NCRTH AMERICAN PREMIERE

Contemporary Dance Festival:
Japan & East Asia

Friday, January 10 at 7:30 pm
— Followed by an opening night reception

Saturday, January 11 at 7:30 pm
— Followed by an artist Q& A

Shuji Terayama’s
Duke Bluebeard's Castle

Wednesday, January 15 at 7:30 pm
—Followed by an opening night reception

Thursday, January 16 at 7:30 pm
—Followed by an artist Q&A

Friday, January 17 at 7:30 pm
Saturday, January 18 at 7:30 pm

CONTEMPORARY THEATER NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE



JAPAN SOCIETY SUPPORTERS (as of June 30, 2024)

$100,000 and above
Booth Ferris Foundation
Anonymous

Booth Ferris Foundation

Citi

Daikin U.S. Corporation
Government of Japan

Mr. Keishi Hotsuki

Howard Gilman Foundation, Inc*

The John and Miyoko Davey
Foundation

MetLife Foundation
Jun Makihara and Megumi Oka
MUFG Bank, Ltd.

Nezu Asia Capital Management
LLC

Toyota

$75,000 - $99,999
Deloitte

Mizuho Americas
ORIX Corporation USA

$50,000 - $74,999

AIG

FSG Global

ITO EN (North America) INC.
Japan Foundation

The Masako Mera and
Koichi Mera, PhD Fund for
Education and the Arts

National Endowment for the
Arts (NEA)

New York City Department
of Cultural Affairs*

New York State Council on
the Arts*

Doug and Teresa Peterson*
Sompo International

Sumitomo Mitsui Banking
Corporation

United States-Japan
Foundation

Xcoal Energy & Resources

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Bain Capital

Mr. Philip M. Darivoff/Vibrant
Capital Partners, Inc.

E.Rhodes and LeonaB.
Carpenter Foundation

Ernst & Young LLP

The Estée Lauder Companiesinc.
Hogan Lovells

JPMorgan Chase

Makioka Foundation
Mastercard

Matsue Kokusai Kanko
Mayer Brown LLP

MetLife

Mitsubishi Corporation
(Americas)

Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A)), Inc.
Morgan Stanley

Mr. Toby S. Myerson

Nomura America Foundation

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton
& Garrison LLP

Amy and Joseph Perella
Ropes & Gray LLP

S&P Global

Shiseido Americas

Sony Corporation of America
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Sumitomo Corporation of
Americas

Sumitomo Mitsui Banking
Corporation

Suntory America Inc.

Tokio Marine Group

$15,000 - $24,999
Bloomberg Philanthropies

Mr. and Mrs. Randall
Chafetz*?

Daiwa Capital Markets
America Holdings Inc.

Peggy and Dick Danziger

Emick Media

Ms. Tomoko Hamada-Dougan
Hisamitsu America, Inc.*
ITOCHU International Inc.
The JEC Fund

Mr. Masatoshi Komoriya

Marubeni America
Corporation

Nagashima Ohno &
Tsunematsu NY LLP

Omotesenke Domonkai
Eastern Region USA

PJT Partners

Joshua and Geula Solomon
Tokyo Club

YenPressLLC

$10,000 - $14,999

Mark Steven Barres

DBJ Americas Inc.

Ariel and Cathy Deckelbaum

Mr. and Ms. Richard A.
Drucker

Bradley K. Edmister, Esq.
Eisai Inc.
Empire Entertainment Japan, Inc.

The Fan Fox and Leslie R.
Samuels Foundation, Inc.*

The Globus Family

Mark F. Goldfield and Mary E.
Hatch-o?

Catherine Heald and Donald
Heald

Merit E. Janow"

Mr. Reuben Jeffery llI
Ms. Eri Kakuta
Kikkoman Corporation

Kohn Pedersen Fox
Associates PC

Mr. Gary J. Kozlowski
Mr. Alan S. MacDonald
Marathon Capital

Mori Hamada & Matsumoto
NY LLP

Satoru and Hiroko Murase

Nikko Asset Management
Americas, Inc.

Nippon Telegraph and
Telephone Corporation

Paul Hastings LLP

PwC

SB Telecom America Corp.

Sidley Austin LLP

Sojitz Corporation of America

Starry Night Fund

TAK Development, Inc.

Mr. Donald J. Toumey

Toyota Tsusho America, Inc.

Jack and Susy Wadsworth

Windels Marx Lane &
Mittendorf, LLP

$5,000 - $9,999

AlG Japan Holdings KK
American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
Bank of Japan

Becker, Glynn, Muffly, Chassin &
Hosinski LLP

CanonU.S.A., Inc.
Central Japan Railway Company

Consulate General of Japan in
New York

DNP Corporation USA

Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.
Fred Eychaner

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Fisher Phillips, LLP

Fortitude Re

Fujisankei Communications
International, Inc.

Mr. Timothy F. Geithner

Mr. Steven Giordano and Ms.
Luisa Bertoli

Laurel Gonsalves
Hitachi America, Ltd.
Horizon Kinetics LLC
IHI Americas Inc.

Japan Bank for International
Cooperation

Japan Local Government Center

Japan National Tourism
Organization

Japan Securities Dealers
Association

JETRO New York

KawasakiHeavy Industries (USA), Inc.
Kodansha USA Publishing, LLC
KPMG LLP

Littler Mendelson, P.C.
Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Dr.Nancy C. Maruyama

Meiji Yasuda America
Incorporated

Mitsubishi Chemical America, Inc.

Mitsubishi Gas Chemical
America, Inc.

Mitsubishi UFJ Trust and Banking
Corporation

Mitsui Sumitomo Marine
Management (U.S.A.), Inc.

MoloLamken LLP

Monstarlab Americas

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Gary S. Moriwaki, Esp.
MUJIU.S.A.LIMITED

Nikkei America, Inc.

Nippon Life Group

Nippon Steel North America, Inc.
Nishimura & AsahiNY LLP
The Norinchukin Bank

The Norinchukin Foundation
NYK Group Americas Inc.
Orient Corporation of America

Panasonic Corporation of North
America

Permanent Mission of Japan to
the United Nations

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Richard and Momona Royce*
SENN Inc.

Subaru of America, Inc.
Sumitomo Chemical America, Inc.
Dr. Jeanette C. Takamura*

Mr. David Toberisky

Mr. David Tomasello

T&D Insurance Group

Tokai Tokyo Securities (USA), Inc.
Toray Industries (America), Inc.
TV Asahi America, Inc.

UNIQLO USA, LLC

Dr.and Mrs. Joshua W. Walker
$2,000 - $4,999

Shin and Maho Abe

AllNippon Airways Co., Ltd.

Anonymous™

Ms. Ayumi Arafune
Darin Arita and Kanako Arita

Mr. Mike Audet and Ms. Saki
Tanaka

Bokksu LLC

Brother International Corporation
Barbara Bertozzi Castelli

Mr. Seth Coren and Yana Coren
Mrs. Jane B. DeBevoise

DLINORTH AMERICA, INC.
(Dai-ichi Life Group)

Mr. George Gallagher

Professor Carol Gluck

Harkness Foundation for Dance*
Professor Keiko Honda

David S. Howe

Jiji Press America, Ltd.

Ms. Pamela Keld and Mr. Mark Imhof
Akiko Koide and Shohei Koide
Frodo and Sam Krull

Kyodo News America, Inc.

Mrs. Jane Lombard

Julia E. Lourie

Geoff and Fumi Matters™

Ms. Akiko Mikumo*

Mitsui Chemicals America, Inc.
Mitsui Fudosan America, Inc.
Monex Group, Inc.

Miyeko Murase

NHK General Bureau for America
Nikon Inc.

Nitto, Inc.

Kenneth O’Friel

Yoko Okamoto and James
Dell’Olio

Hiroko Onoyama*

Joseph Rajaratnam and
Dharshini lolanthe
Sivakumaran

Mr. Eugene Reilly and Ms. Marlene
Rosenthal

Anne Robinson and Olivia Fischer
The Saison Foundation*
Sapporo Stone Brewing Co

Mr. Frederick H. Schultz, Jr. and
Ms. Carole Aoki

Paul and Yoshiko Sheard

Ms. Robin B.Stern and Mr. Jeffrey
Stern

Estate of Alan M. Suhonen*
TOKYUHOTELS CO.,LTD.
Dr. and Mrs. Carl F. Taeusch II*



Wegmans Food Market
Well Go USA, Inc.
Roger L. Weston

Mr. Perry Wolfman

$1,000 - $1,999
Jono Abrams and Elizabeth Linn
Young Jun Ahn and Yeonjoo Kim

Ms. Hope Aldrich and Mr. Michael
B. Jeffers

Anonymous (3)

Myer Berlow and Deborah Barr
Jim and Yuko Brumm

Ms. Rebecca D. Bullard

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Catanzaro
Jim Chervenak

Mr. David C. Chou*

Mr. Robert Cory and Mr.
Shuichiro Takeda

Mrs. Anne N. J. Dawson and Mr.
Alec R. Dawson

Harry Dreizen and Nana Onishi

Mr. Stuart Eisenkraft and Ms.
Marilyn Hoffman

Landon Epps and Sarah Choi
Brendan and Jenifer Garvey

Mr. Steven Glass and Ms.
Sakurako Kataoka

Jennifer Gordon and Richard
Shanley*

Wendy and Leeds Gulick

Ms. Patricia Hallstein and Mr.
Axel Kramer

Ms. Vivian Hanson

Mr. Daniel Harari and Ms. Kornelia
Harari

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Heffner

Akinori Hiroki

Mr. George P. Hirose

Glenn Hubbard

Dr. Bic Kanayjorn

Ms. Susan R. Kessler

Airi Kohlbach and Griffin Smith*

Ms. Ichun Lai and Mr. Michael
Kitsis

Monica and Edward Lenci

Mr. Leonard M. Levie*

Ms. Sarah Lubman

Mr. Marc Mailhot

Ms. Yoko Makino

Carol Mandel and Vincent T.
Covello

Victoria Melendez

Joan B. Mirviss

Marjorie Neuwirth

Nomura Foundation*
Pamela Perliman*

Indre and Justin Rockefeller
Ronin Gallery NYC

Mr. Jonathan Rouner and Ms.
Katrin Rouner

Dr. Ling Yu Shih
Sarah Billinghurst Solomon*

Mr. Michael W. Sonnenfeldt and
Katja B. Goldman

Dr. Patricia M. Sovern
Kiyoka Tanaka

Nora and David Tezanos
Estate of Shinichiro Torii
Mr. John Trammell

William N. Traylor and Sharon A.
Lundstorm

Mr.Bon Yagi and Mrs. Tomoko Yagi
Hua Zhou

$2,000 - $4,999
Diane and Arthur Abbey
Hassan V. Ahmed

Mr. Laurence W. Bates and Mr.
Paul B. Ma

Graeme Birchall and Katya
Hansen

Ms. Cathy Caplan and Mr.
Grahame Weinbren

Mr. Marco A. Cardamone and
Mrs. Paula F. Cardamone
Mr. Michael S.T. Chin

John A. Crawford and Ivone
Camargo

Tom Crouse and Kay Enokido

Ms. Deborah Dwyer and Mr.
Michael Feirtag

Abigail and Rick Elbaum c/o EBA
Foundation

Miles Gilhuly and Rina Gilhuly
Mr. Tim Goodell

Ms. Amy Hawley and Mr. Franz
Alvarez

Mr. Kazumi Hayama

SherriHaymond and Jason
Haymond

Laurent Hermouet and William
Sauter

Mr. Mac Jeffery and Ms. Maki
Takano

Ms. Laura R. Johnson

Patricia Kovatch and Robert
Harrison

Ms. Laura Kriska
Mrs. Geraldine S. Kunstadter
Mr. Chin L. Kuo

Ms. Mary E. La Fosse and Mr.
Justin Schmidt

Paula S. Lawrence*

John Lipsky and Zsuzsanna
Karasz

Ms. Hui Liu and Zuyi Wang

Richard R. Lury, Esqg. and Mrs.
Gemma Lury

Mr. Edward Mafoud and Mrs.
Marisol Mafoud

Leigh A Martin-Brillis

Mr. Jonathan B. Miller and Ms.
Nancy Workman

Etsuko O. Morris
Dr.and Mrs. Robert A. Myers

Mr. Naoto Nakagawa and Mrs.
Caroline Press

Soffiyah Nasher

Ms. Eri Nishikawa

Michela Nonis and Robert Moss
Hugh Patrick

Mr. Michael N. Reynnells
Michael Romano

Mrs. Susan S. Savitsky and Mr.
Gerald Savitsky

Mrs. Kiyomi Shimizu-Kouba

Mr. Leonard |. Solondz and
Mrs. Renee Goodstein Solondz

Misaki Sumiya
Rihaku Syuzo
Mr. Akihito Uesada

Grant Vingoe and Nancy
Matsumoto

Esther Wan

Japan Society has received matching
gifts from the following companies:
Ameriprise Financial Services

Apollo Global Management, Inc.
Bloomberg Philanthropy

BNY Mellon

The Capital Group Companies
Caterpillar Foundation

Goldman Sachs

Google Inc.

HSBC USA Inc.

IAC Group North America, Inc.
Johnson & Johnson

JPMorgan Chase

MasterCard

MUFG (Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group)
Pokémon USA

S&P Global

Texas Instruments

To become a Japan Society member or support
the Performing Arts Program or other programs,
please contact membership@japansociety.orgor
(212) 715-1270.

*Japan Society acknowledges with gratitude the
generous donors who contribute specifically to
the Performing Arts Program and projects.

M Japan Society gratefully acknowledges donors
who have had their contributions matched by
their employer.

JPR Member of the John D. Rockefeller 3rd
Society, individuals who have named Japan
Society as a beneficiary of their future estates.

This list includes contributions received between
July 1,2023 and June 30, 2024, exclusive of
support for the Annual Dinner.

To become a Japan Society member or support the Performing

Arts Program or other programs, please contact
membership@japansociety.org or (212) 715-1270.




JAPAN SOCIETY STAFF FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAM N AM E A S E T
PRESIDENT &CEO:  Joshua W. Walker, Ph.D.

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR:  Yoko Shioya

Leave a lasting mark at Japan Society
PERFORMING ARTS:  Futoshi Miyai, Director of Productions & Technical Management . . . . . .
Karin Yamamoto, Senior Program Officer by naming a seat in our historic auditorium!

Padraic Costello, Program Officer
Zhanying Wang, Intern

Dai Asano, Intern

DEVELOPMENT:  Gregory Corsico, Chief Development Officer
Todd Nicholson, Director, Major Gifts
Nozomi lizuka, Director, Corporate Partnerships
Mika Nagasaki, Director, Foundation & Government Relations
Nicholas Bianchi, Manager, Development Operations
Jamie Hook, Officer, Foundation & Government Relations

Pauline Fan Bu, Associate, Corporate Partnerships

japansociety.org/name-a-seat

Paige Jones, Development Associate, Foundation & Government Relations
Akane Ohara, Officer, Corporate Partnerships

Taina Rodriguez, Manager, Visitor Engagement

Sandy Zheng, Associate, Corporate Partnerships

Eoin Alcaron, Assistant, Development Operations

MEDIA&MARKETING:  Ben Warren, Director, Medlia & Marketing
Cynthia Sternau, Managing Editor & Archivist
Erica Ohmi, Graphic Designer
Nestor Martinez, Senior Website Manager

Camille Miller, Direct Marketing & Social Media Assistant Manager

HOUSE OPERATIONS:  Kimberly Woodward, Senior Director, Operations
Carmen Ben, Director, House Activities

Tatum Alli, Rental Event Manager
CcoNnsULTANTS:  Keiko Kato, Esq., Law Offices of Keiko Kato, Legal Counsel

PRODUCTIONSTAFF:  Takaaki Ando, Sound & AV Engineer
Ayako Moriyama, Sound & Video Assistant

Marie Yokoyama, Ayumu “Poe” Saegusa, Tsubasa Kamei, Asami Morita
Resident Lighting Designers

National Bunraku Theater © Photo by Tomoko Ogawa;
Dogugaeshi © Photo by Richard Termine; The Benshi Tradition
and the Silver Screen: A Japanese Puppetry Spin-off ©

JAPAN Masami Suzuki; One Night in Winter © Richard Termine

Named seat locations will be reserved on a first-come first-served basis.
SOC]ETY 333 East 47th Street | New York,NY 10017 | japansociety.org Seat naming opportunities do not include any ticket purchases, memberships, reservations,
~ orrights to sitin the named seat during events held in the auditorium;
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